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THE DESIGNATED SITES IN THE MID WEST DMG AREA















Within the MW DMG area there are six different types of designation. The sites relevant to this plan are discussed in detail later in this document.

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)

Special Areas of Conservation (SAC)
Special Protection Areas (SPA)
National Scenic Area (NSA)

Ramsar Sites
National Parks

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) represent the best of Scotland’s natural heritage. They are ‘special’ for their plants, animals or habitats, their rocks or landforms, or a combination of such natural features. Together, they form a network of the best examples of natural features throughout Scotland, and support a wider network across Great Britain and the European Union. 
Scottish Natural Heritage/ Nature Scot (SNH/NS) chooses sites after detailed survey and evaluation against published scientific criteria. SSSIs can include freshwater, and sea water down to the mean low water mark of spring tides, as well as land. At 31 March 2008, there were 1,456 SSSI’s, covering a total area of 1,036,000 hectares or 12.9% of Scotland.

SNH/NS designates SSSIs to protect the best of our natural heritage by making sure that decision-makers, managers of land and their advisors, as well as the planning authorities and other public bodies, are aware of them when considering changes in land-use or other activities which might affect them.

The Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 provides the legislative framework around which all SSSI sites are administered.

Special Areas of Conservation (SAC)

Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) are areas designated under the European Directive commonly known as the ‘Habitats’ Directive. Together with Special Protection Areas, which are designated under the Wild Birds Directive for wild birds and their habitats, SACs form the Natura 2000 network of sites. Most SACs on land or freshwater in Scotland are also underpinned by notification as Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs).  The additional SAC designation is recognition that some or all of the wildlife and habitats are particularly valued in a European context. 
Special Protection Areas (SPA)

These areas can be designated where more than 2% of the total UK numbers of a particular bird species is located or heavily dependent on a particular geographic area.

Ramsar Site

Ramsar is the name of a town in Iran where the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance was adopted in 1971. The UK Government signed up to the Convention in 1976. 
The mission of the Convention is "the conservation and wise use of all wetlands through local and national actions and international co-operation, as a contribution towards achieving sustainable development throughout the world". 

Currently 164 countries have signed up as Contracting Parties to the Convention with 2083 wetland sites designated for inclusion in the Ramsar List of Wetlands of International Importance. 

There are currently 51 Ramsar sites designated as internationally important wetlands in Scotland, covering a total area of about 313,000 hectares. All Ramsar sites in Scotland are also either Special Protection Areas (SPAs) or Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), and many are also SSSIs, although the boundaries of the different designations are not always exactly the same. It is not surprising that internationally important wetlands are also of European interest for a wide variety of waterbirds, bogs, lochs, coastal wetlands and other water-dependent habitats and species. Although there is no specific legal framework that safeguards Scottish Ramsar sites, they benefit from the measures required to protect and enhance the Natura sites and SSSIs which overlap them. Scottish Natural Heritage/ Nature Scot (SNH/NS) also includes Ramsar sites in its site condition monitoring programme.

National Scenic areas
National Scenic Areas are Scotland’s only national landscape designation. They are those areas of land considered of national significance on the basis of their outstanding scenic interest which must be conserved as part of the country’s natural heritage. They have been selected for their characteristic features of scenery comprising a mixture of richly diverse landscapes including prominent landforms, coastline, sea and freshwater lochs, rivers, woodlands and moorlands. 

There are currently 40 X NSA’s in Scotland, covering a total land area of 1,020,500 ha and a marine area of 357,900 ha.
Finally, a very small part of both Ben Alder and Ardverikie estates lie within the Cairngorms National Park area.
The two designated sites that dominate the MWDMG area both have SSSI and SAC status, namely the Ben Nevis SSSI/ SAC and the Ben Alder & Aonoch Beag SSSI/ SAC. In addition, Ben Nevis is also within the Ben Nevis & Glen Coe National Scenic Area and Ben Alder & Aonach Beag is also designated above the 700 metre contour level for breeding dotterel as the Ben Alder SPA.
All other designated sites within the area are more peripheral to either the geographic extent of the DMG or the internal dynamics of deer management within it.
Individual Sites

Listed below is a summary of the individual designated sites within the area, in alphabetical order. All those sites with an SSSI designation are listed first, followed by sites carrying other designations only.
Ach an Todhair SSSI –Mixed status

Deer Management Unit: n/a

The Ach an Todhair SSSI  https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/11 lies just outwith the main DMG area near Loch Linnhe and is designated as a mixed upland ash woodland and as an upland assemblage, both features of which are in Favourable maintained condition.

The ash woodland was monitored in 2021 and was found to be in Unfavourable declining condition due to overgrazing by deer and lack of recruitment of palatable species. The Upland assemblage was last monitored in 2013 and was found to be in Favourable condition.

The site is 174 ha, and negative pressures are listed as invasive species including Japanese Knotweed.

No other designations are associated with the site.

Ben Alder & Aonach Beag SSSI – Mixed status
Deer Management Unit: Main hill area at Ben Alder Estate, plus pt Ardverikie West.
The Ben Alder & Aonach Beag SSSI https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/176 

was designated in 1964, and a revised area of 6648 ha was also designated as the Ben Alder & Aonach Beag SAC https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/8200  in 2005. The SSSI designation reflected the ecologically diverse summit plant communities associated with prolonged snow cover, with the area being intermediate between west and east Highland vegetation communities. Ben Alder was also traditionally much less heavily grazed than many other west Highland Estates. It includes the best recorded site for woolly willow in the UK, and has several other plant species found only in that area.

The Ben Alder SPA https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/8469 is the area above 700 m that has been designated for Dotterel, listed as Favourable Maintained in 2011.
Ben Nevis SSSI – Mixed status

Deer Management Unit: Killiechonate, JMT Ben Nevis, pt FLS Leannachan

The Ben Nevis SSSI  https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/192 

 Is a long established site and  was re-designated  as a European  SAC https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/8204  in  March 2005.  The boundary of the site encloses 9539 ha , with the SAC being slightly smaller at 9317 ha, not including an area within the ski-lift area.

The site is designated for a whole range of features from breeding bird assemblages and vascular plants at the summit of Ben Nevis to Caledonian pine woodland in the glen below. By far the greater area comprises alpine heaths, montane grasslands, blanket bogs and species rich grasslands. A complete list of habitats is provided later in this document.
The woodland features were monitored in 2021 and found to be in Unfavourable declining condition due to overgrazing by deer (along with sheep in some areas). Most of the upland features are in Favourable or Recovering due to management condition. Upland monitoring is due to be carried out this year.

The Ben Nevis & Glen Coe NSA https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/9120 also covers this western part of the Mid West DMG area.

Carnoch Wood SSSI – UnFavourable Declining
Deer Management Unit: n/a
The Carnoch Wood SSSI  https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/324 lies just outwith the main DMG area near Ballachulish and is designated as a wet woodland, and for its flies. The wet woodland is listed as Unfavourable/ Declining.

The site is 83.85 ha, and negative pressures are listed as invasive (largely tree) species including beech, sycamore and exotic conifers as well as overgrazing by deer.

No other designations are associated with the site.

Glen Coe SSSI – Mixed
Deer Management Unit: n/a
The Glen Coe SSSI https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/731 lies just outwith the main DMG area to the South. It is designated for a mixture of geomorphological, open ground and woodland features. In general, most of these are either in Favourable condition or recovering, with only the Upland assemblage being in an Unfavourable state.
The site is fairly large at 3182.82 ha, and negative pressures are listed as recreational pressure, as well as both undergrazing and over grazing.
The Glen Coe SAC https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/8264 covers a slightly smaller site at 2967.37 ha. It is designated for almost twice as many features as the SSSI, and a higher proportion of these are at Unfavourable or Declining condition, including many open ground habitats. However, both undergrazing and over grazing are listed as pressures, which are obviously difficult to reconcile within the same site.
The Glen Coe NNR https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/10532 covers a much larger area at 5625.06 ha. There are no designated features as such.
Loch Leven SSSI – Recovering
Deer Management Unit: Mamore
The Leven Valley SSSI https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/927 lies to the east of Kinlochleven, and along with a geological feature, it is designated for its upland birch woodland, which is deemed to be in Unfavourable but recovering condition. The area is part of a much wider natural regeneration project which is deemed to have been successful.
The site is 585 ha, large for a woodland site, and negative pressures are listed as invasive species (rhododendrons) as well as overgrazing by deer.

No other designations are associated with the site.

Onich to North Ballachulish Woods & Shore SSSI – UnFavourable Declining
Deer Management Unit: n/a
The Onich to North Ballachulish Woods & Shore SSSI
https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/10104 lies just to the west of the DMG area, and is therefore not relevant to this plan. Two of the woodland features are listed as being in Unfavourable condition, but that is due to invasive species, and there appears to be no herbivore pressure. Unusually, the geological feature is also listed as being in Unfavourable Declining condition due to dumping.
The site is quite large at 626.9 ha.
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The Onich to North Ballachulish Woods SAC https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/8637 is very slightly smaller at 618.49 ha. The woodland sites are also at Unfavourable condition status for the same reasons.
Parallel Roads of Lochaber SSSI – Favourable
Deer Management Unit: Killiechonate, FLS Leannachan
The Parallel Roads of Lochaber SSSI https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/1272 is a very large sprawling site lying largely ouwith the DMG, but extending over its northern edge. It is designated for its geological interest, and is a very distinctive landscape within Scotland as a whole.
The site is very large at 14,496 ha, and while the site is listed as being in Favourable condition, negative pressures are noted as burning and forestry operations.
No other designations are associated with the site.

Rannoch Lochs SSSI – Favourable Maintained
Deer Management Unit: Corrour Estate
The Rannoch Lochs SSSI https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/8111 is designated for black throated diver and is in Favourable condition.
The Rannoch Lochs SPA https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/8569  is also designated for the black throated diver, and is also in Favourable condition.
Rannoch Moor SSSI – Favourable Maintained
Deer Management Unit: Pt Cruach
The Rannoch Moor SSSI https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/1331  is designated for a range of habitats, with blanket bog and related habitats occupying the largest area. All the SSSI designations are in Favourable condition. The site lies mostly outwith the Mid West DMG area, touching in to Cruach Estate along its southern boundary.
The 
Rannoch Moor SAC https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/8348, covering the same area,is designated for a slightly wider range of habitats, with both the dry and wet heaths and also Fresh water Pearl Mussel being in Unfavourable condition.
The 


Rannoch Moor Ramsar https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/8569 is designated for its blanket bog, which is deemed to be in Favourable condition.
Finally, the Loch Rannoch & Glen Lyon NSA https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/9137 is the second National Scenic Area partially covering the Mid West DMG area.
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